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So also the archon, in addition to his important functions
as judge in practically all of what would in a later age be called
civil cases, presided in later years, as President of the Republic,
over some of those magnificently celebrated festivals which,
introduced as they were when the city was growing great,
were to our minds less religious than patriotic in significance ;
in which the real object of worship was the glory of
Athens.1 And so also the Polemarch came to be judge in all
litigation between a citizen and a foreigner ; an amusing
legacy from a time when all disputes with foreigners had
been his business for more obvious reasons.
The argument that this whole revolution must be later
than the annexation of Eleusis, since the king took over the
administration of the Eleusinian sanctuary, seems incon-
clusive. The " Regent" was so essentially a secular official
(in spite of the religious functions which, as head of the state,
devolved upon him later), that it would be scarcely surprising
if, even after a conquest carried out later than 683, the religious
duties of the king of Eleusis were entrusted to the " King "
of Athens.
Finally, with the increase of judicial business, the famous
college of the Nine Archons was completed by the institu-
tion of six Thesmothetai—" Law-givers ". They ranked
as junior to the three older officials, which shows that the
object of their institution was not that of weakening the
position of the archon par excellence—the Eponymous
Archon, after whom the year was named. A need was felt
also for financial officials, and financial administration
—at first, and for long, it must have been very simple—
came to be the province of the Kolakretai, the Ham-Carvers,
whose early existence, as well as the original character of
their functions as " distributors of largesse at public
festivals ",2 is shown by their delightfully archaic name.
1 Ib,, Ivi; e.g. the Archon presided over the Great Dionysia, but the
Basileus over the older Lenaia, or, as Aristotle calls it, Dionysia at the
Lenaion (ib. Ivii). Ar. remarks, in chap, iii, that the modernity of the archon's
office is shown by the fact that he did not administer any of the ancestral
festivals, (i-r/S^v r&v irarpiwv St
1 Cary, C.A.H. iii, p, 594.

